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SAZETAK

Uvod: Balint grupa se definiSe kao mala grupa klini¢ara koji redovno analiziraju sluajeve iz svoje medicinske prakse kako bi stekli dublje
razumevanje odnosa lekar - pacijent.

Cilj ovog istrazivanja je bio ispitavanje da li je uestvovanje u Balint grupama povezano sa ve¢im stepenom empatije.

Metod: Ovo istrazivanje je obuhvatilo 210 lekara iz primarne zdravstvene zastite. Od 210 lekara, 70 je zavrsilo Balint edukaciju u trajanju od
minimum godinu dana, dok 140 lekara nije pohadalo pomenutu edukaciju. Za svakog doktora sa zavrSenom Balint edukacijom metodom sluc¢ajnog
izbora izabrana su po dva lekara koja nisu zavrsila ovu edukaciju, a koja rade u istom domu zdravlja i imaju istu poziciju (lekar opste medicine ili
specijalista). Za potrebe ovog istrazivanja, konstruisan je opsti upitnik za ispitanike i koriS¢en je jo$ jedan dodatni upitnik za ispitivanje empatije -
Davisov ,,indeks interpersonalne reaktivnosti (IRl) . U statistickoj obradi podataka su koris¢ene metode deskriptivne statistike, Studentov t-test,
Pearson-ov hi-kvadrat test, Spearman-ov koeficijent korelacije i metode logisticke i ordinalne regresije.

Rezultati: Preko tri Cetvrtine (82,9%) lekara u nasem uzorku je bilo Zenskog pola, dok je 17,1% ispitanika pripadao muskom polu. Srednja vrednost
godina starosti ispitanika je iznosila 48,3+9,6 i kretala se od 30 do 65 godina. Lekari koji su zavrsili Balint edukaciju su imali znacajno vece skorove na
subskalama Zauzimanje tudeg stanovista, Fantazija i Empatijska briznost u odnosu na lekare koji je nisu zavrsili, p<0,001. Sto se ti¢e subskale Li¢na
nelagodnost, nije bilo statisticki znacajne razlike izmedu lekara ove dve grupe, p=0,530. Prema nasim rezultatima, utvrdena je povezanost izmedu
subskala Zauzimanje tudeg stanovista, Fantazija i Empatijska briznost (p<0,001), dok je subskala Li¢na nelagodnost korelirala samo sa subskalom
Fantazija (p=0,010). U multivarijantnom logistickom regresionom modelu za subskalu Zauzimanje tudeg stanovista jedini znacajan prediktor je bila
Balint grupa. Rezultati su takode pokazali da ¢lanovi Balint grupe imaju 2,8 puta vecu Sansu da imaju visoke skorove na ovoj subskali.
Multivarijantnom logistickom regresijom za subskalu Fantazija su se kao znacajni prediktori izdvojili Balint grupa i lekari specijalisti. Nasi rezultati su
dalje pokazali da su lekari sa Balint edukacijom imali 5, a lekari specijalisti 2,4 puta vecu Sansu da postignu visoke skorove na ovoj subskali. U
multivarijantnom logistickom regresionom modelu za subskalu Empatijska briznost kao jedini prediktor se izdvojila Balint grupa (p<0,001), tacnije,
lekari sa Balint edukacijom su imali 6,7 puta vecu Sansu da postignu visoke skorove na subskali Empatijska briznost. U univarijantnom logistickom
regresionom modelu za subskalu Li¢na nelagodnost statisticka znacajnost je bila postignuta samo za jednu varijablu-specijalizaciju (p=0,021).
Preciznije, lekari bez specijalizacije su imali vecu ,Li¢nu nelagodnost“ u odnosu na specijaliste. Spearman-ova korelacija za subskalu Zauzimanje
tudeg stanovista je pokazala da postoji statisticki znacajna osrednja pozitivna povezanost izmedu duzine Balint edukacije (broja godina) i skora na
subskali Zauzimanje tudeg stanovista (rs=0,331; p=0,005).

Zakljucak: Nase istrazivanje je pokazalo da su Balint grupe efikasne za ucenje empatije medu lekarima. Stavise, nasi rezultati snazno podrzavaju
integraciju Balint grupa u medicinsko obrazovanje.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction: A Balint group is defined as a small group of clinicians who regularly analyze cases from their medical practices to gain a deeper
understanding of the doctor-patient relationship.

The aim of our study was to examine whether the participation in Balint group is associated with a higher degree of empathy amongst primary health
care doctors.

Methods: This investigation was conducted on a population of 210 doctors employed in primary health centers in Belgrade. Of 210 doctors, 70 have
completed Balint training for a period of at least one year, whereas 140 doctors have never attended this training (Non-Balint group). Each doctor
who completed Balint education, was grouped with two other randomly chosen Non-Balint doctors, who worked at the same health center and had
the same level of education (general practitioner or specialist). For the purposes of this study, a general questionnaire for participants was
constructed, and an additional questionnaire was used to assess empathy — Davis's "Interpersonal Reactivity Index" (IRI). The statistical analysis used
descriptive statistics, Student’s t-test, Pearson's hi-square test, Spearman's correlation coefficient, logistic and ordinal regression methods.

Results: Over three quarters (82.9%) of doctors in our sample were females, while 17.1% thereof were male doctors. The mean age of the
respondents was 48.3 + 9.6 and ranged from 30 to 65 years. Doctors who completed Balint education had significantly higher scores on subscales
Perspective Taking, Fantasy and Empathic Concern compared to doctors who did not complete it, p<0.001. Regarding the subscale Personal Distress,
there was no statistically significant difference between doctors of these two groups, p=0.530. According to our results, a correlation between the
sub-scale Perspective Taking, Fantasy and Empathic Concern was established (p<0.001), while the subscale Personal Distress correlated only with the
Fantasy subscale (p=0.010). In the multivariate logistic regression model for the sub-scale Perspective Taking, the only significant predictor was the
Balint group. The results also showed that the members of Balint group had 2.8 times higher chances of having high scores on this sub-scale. By the
multivariate logistic regression, Balint group and doctors specialists were identified as a significant predictor for the Fantasy sub-scale. Our results
further demonstrated that the likelihood to achieve high scores on this sub-scale for Balint-educated doctors was 5 times and for specialists 2.4
times.

In the multivariate logistic regression model for the sub-scale Empathic Concern, the only predictor was Balint group (p<0.001). More precisely,
doctors with Balint education had 6.7 times more chances to achieve high scores on sub-scale Empathic Concern. In the univariate logistic regression
model for the sub-scale Personal Distress, only one variable-specialization was statistically significant (p=0.021). More precisely, doctors with no
specialization had greater Personal Distress than specialists. Spearman’'s correlation for the sub-scale Perspective Taking showed that there was a
statistically significant moderate positive correlation between the length of the Balint education (number of years) and the scores on the sub-scale
Perspective Taking (rs=0.331; p=0.005).

Conclusion: Our research has shown that Balint groups are effective for empathy training among doctors. Furthermore, our results strongly support
for the integration of Balint groups training into medical education.
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